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HOW DID J ESUS SIGNIFY HIS REVELATION? 

 

 

E . Methods Used in  th is Study 

 

E3. Perspect ive: Treasure Hunt  

 

 Revela t ion  is often  considered a  difficu lt  book to comprehend.  Much of the 

imagery is ha rd to picture, even  in  the mind’s eye.  The idioms are unfamilia r  to 

most  New Testament  readers.  With  so many heads and horns of va r ious beast s
i
, 

how can  we know what  these mean?  Where can  we find informat ion  to help 

a llevia te our  confusion?  F irst , we must  consider  why these th ings a re wr it ten  in  

th is manner .  Why has J esus given  us h is Revela t ion  in  th is way?  He gives us a  

clue in  the first  line, Revela t ion  1:1-2, 

“The Revela t ion  of J esus Chr ist , which  God gave Him to show His servants -

th ings which  must  shor t ly take place. And He sent  and signified  it  by His 

angel to His servant  J ohn,
2
who bore witness to the word of God, and to the 

t est imony of J esus Chr ist , to a ll things tha t  he saw.” 

What  does it  mean tha t  J esus signified  h is Revela t ion?  Did he put  in to words those 

th ings which  we have no language
ii
 to descr ibe?  Tha t  is one possible explana t ion .  

However , we find a  more plausible answer  in  J ohn 12:32-33, 

“I, if I am lifted up from the ea r th , will draw a ll peoples to Myself." 
33

T his He 

said , signifying by what death  He would  d ie.” 

Likewise, the words used in  Revela t ion  a re meant  to represent , to symbolize, or  to 

signify wha t  is being revea led. 

 

 Thankfully, some of the imagery, or  symbolism, found in  Revela t ion  is 

defined for  us with in  the book it self.  This self-referencing qua lity is a  good 

                                                           
i REV 17:7, the angel said to me, "Why did you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has 
 the seven heads and the ten horns. 
ii 2COR 12:4, he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 
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indica t ion  of how we should approach  sea rching out  the rest  of the myster ious 

symbols.  Instead of referencing Revela t ion, the others a re found elsewhere in  God’s 

word.  So, br inging cla r ity to Revela t ion’s myster ies, requires us to go on  a  t reasure 

hunt  throughout  the en t ire Bible.  As we read in  Proverbs 25:2, 

“It  is the glory of God to concea l a  mat ter , But  the glory of k ings is to search  

out a m atter.” 

There is no need to sea rch  outside of God’s word for  our  understanding of 

Revela t ion’s symbolism.  Since His word is t ru th , to find the t ru th  we only need to 

sea rch  His word.  Fur ther , God rewards those who diligent  seek out  the t ru th , a s we 

read in  Hebrews 11:6, 

“without  fa ith  it  is impossible to please Him, for  he who comes to God must  

believe tha t  He is, and tha t  He is a rewarder of those who d iligently seek  

Him .” 

As J esus sta ted tha t  He is the Truth
iii
, then  the more we lea rn  of Him the more 

t ru th  we know.  Conversely, the more we lea rn  of the Truth  the more we know Him. 

 

 Somet imes, however , we a re not  meant  to know
iv
 the revea led t ru th  unt il the 

t ime is r ight .  At  the Lord’s predest ined t ime
v
, the meaning behind His words

vi
 

becomes obvious.  J ust  a s, it  was not  unt il a fter  the dea th  and resurrect ion  of J esus 

tha t  J ohn the apost le understood the significance of J esus’ words.  J ohn was then  

able to make the connect ion
vii

 tha t  he wrote in  h is gospel, remember ing a ll tha t  

J esus had sa id
viii

.  Likewise, some prophecies a re sea led unt il the proper  t ime.  We 

find th is in  Daniel 12:4, 

“you, Daniel, shut  up the words, and seal the book  until the tim e of the end ; 

many sha ll run  to and fro, and knowledge sha ll increase.” 
                                                           
iii JOHN 14:6, Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
iv ACTS 1:7, He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 
v DAN 8:26, the vision of the evenings and mornings Which was told is true; Therefore seal up the vision, For it refers to many days in the 
 future. 
vi ACTS 3:19-21, Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the 
 presence of the Lord, 20"and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 21"whom heaven must receive until the 
 times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. 
vii JOHN 12:32-33, I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself." 33This He said, signifying by what death He would die. 
viii JOHN 14:26, the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance 
 all things that I said to you. 
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It  would be sensible for  us to consider  tha t  some th ings will not  be known unt il the 

‘tim e of the end ’.  F rom the context  in  Daniel chapter  12, we lea rn  tha t  th is t ime 

refers to the three-and-one-ha lf yea rs
ix
,  or  1,260 days

x
, of the Grea t  Tr ibula t ion

xi
. 

 

 The prophecy of Revela t ion , by cont rast , is not  sea led
xii

.  Consequent ly, we a re 

blessed to read and to hear  the words, and to keep the th ings writ ten  in  the 

prophecy
xiii

.  For  surely knowledge will increase and the wise will understand, a s 

was foretold in  Daniel 12:9-10, 

“he sa id, "Go your  way, Daniel, for  the words a re closed up and sea led t ill the 

t ime of the end. 
10

"Many sha ll be pur ified, made white, and refined, but  the 

wicked sha ll do wickedly; and non e of the wicked sha ll understand, but  the 

wise shall understand .” 

Fur ther , we should recognize tha t  the blessing of studying Revela t ion  should resu lt  

in  peaceful wisdom, as is defined for  us in  J ames 3:17, 

“the wisdom  that is from  above is first pure, then  peaceable, gent le, willing to 

yield, fu ll of mercy and good fru it s, without  pa r t ia lity and without  hypocr isy.” 

Therefore, our  understanding should never  lead to boast fu lness or  to pr ide in  our  

knowledge, but  should lead us to hope.  The hope in  our  Lord, and in  h is a ssured 

return . 

 

 Increasing in  the knowledge and wisdom of God requires us to invest iga te the 

ent irety of His word.  Our  study will indeed look a t  God’s word as one book, seen  

th rough the lens of Revela t ion .  Therefore, th is study of Revela t ion  will t ake us to 

every other  book in  the Bible.  For , some topics ment ioned in  Revela t ion a re more 
                                                           
ix DAN 12:7-9, one said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, "How long shall the fulfillment of these wonders 
 be?" 7Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand 
 to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy 
 people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished. 8Although I heard, I did not understand. Then I said, "My 
 lord, what shall be the end of these things?" 9And he said, "Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time 
 of the end. 
x REV 12:6, the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two 
 hundred and sixty days. 
xi MATH 24:21-22,  then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall 
 be. 22"And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened. 
xii REV 22:10, he said to me, "Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. 
xiii REV 1:3, Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is 
 near. 
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thoroughly descr ibed elsewhere in  the Bible.  One such  topic is the reign  of Chr ist  

on ea r th  for  1,000 years, known collect ively as the ‘millennia l reign’.  We lea rn  in  

Revela t ion  20:4-6, 

“I saw thrones, and they sa t  on  them, and judgment  was commit ted to them. 

Then I saw the souls of those who had been  beheaded for  their  witness to 

J esus and for  the word of God, who had not  worshiped the beast  or  h is image, 

and had not  received h is mark on  their  foreheads or  on  their  hands. And they 

lived and reigned  with  Christ for a thousand years . 
5
But  the rest  of the dead 

did not  live aga in  unt il the thousand years were fin ished. This is the first  

resur rect ion . 
6
Blessed and holy is he who has pa r t  in  the first  resurrect ion . 

Over  such  the second dea th  has no power , bu t  they sha ll be pr iests of God 

and of Chr ist , and sha ll reign  with  Him a  thousand years.” 

We lea rn  more about  where th is will take place, reading in  Micah  4:1 -3, 

“Now it  sha ll come to pass in  the la t ter  days Tha t  the mounta in  of the Lord's 

house Sha ll be established on  the top of the mounta ins, And sha ll be exalted 

above the hills; And peoples sha ll flow to it . 
2
Many na t ions sha ll come and 

say, "Come, and let  u s go up to the mounta in  of the Lord, To the house of the 

God of J acob; He will t each  us His ways, And we sha ll wa lk in  His pa ths." For  

out of Z ion  the law shall go forth , And the word  of the Lord  from  J erusalem . 
3
He sha ll judge between many peoples, And rebuke st rong na t ions a fa r  off; 

They sha ll bea t  their  swords in to plowshares, And their  spears in to pruning 

hooks; Na t ion  shall not  lift  up sword against  na t ion , Neither  shall they lea rn  

war any more.” 

We lea rn  more of the condit ions dur ing th is t ime, in  Isa iah  65:19-22, 

“I will rejoice in  J erusa lem, And joy in  My people; The voice of weeping sha ll 

no longer  be heard in  her , Nor  the voice of crying. 
20

"No more shall an  infant  

from there live but  a  few days, Nor  an old man who has not  fu lfilled h is days; 

For  the ch ild  shall d ie one hundred  years old , But  the sinner  being one 

hundred years old sha ll be accursed. 
21

They sha ll bu ild houses and inhabit  

them; They shall plant  vineyards and ea t  their  fru it . 
22

They sha ll not  build 

and another  inhabit ; They sha ll not  p lan t  and another  ea t ; For  as the days of 

a  t ree, so sha ll be the days of My people, And My elect  sha ll long enjoy the 

work of their  hands.” 

In  addit ion , a ll the promises of the Messiah  will be fu lfilled dur ing th is t ime.  As we 

find in  Luke 1:30-33, 
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“the angel sa id to her , "Do not  be a fra id, Mary, for  you  have found favor  with  

God. 
31

"And behold, you  will conceive in  your  womb and br ing for th  a  Son, and 

sha ll ca ll His name J esus. 
32

"He will be great , and will be ca lled the Son of the 

Highest ; and the Lord  God will give Him  the throne of His father David . 
33

"And He will reign  over the house of J acob forever , and of His k ingdom  there 

will be no end .” 

To get  the complete picture from Revela t ion , we must  sea rch  the t reasures of God’s 

word.  To comprehend the ima gery of Revela t ion , we must  become familia r  with  the 

other  uses of those same images, found in  other  pa r t s of Scr ipture.  

 

 Though we may spend a  lifet ime discover ing God’s t reasures from His word, 

we can  st ill feel tha t  we a re just  beginning to sea rch
xiv

.  Hopefully, our  study will 

br ing us closer  to the t ru th  revea led in  Revela t ion, tha t  we may have a  bet ter  

understanding of God’s overa ll plan.  For , a ll tha t  was begun in  Genesis will 

conclude in  Revela t ion .  We will benefit  from a ll the blessings
xv

 tha t  God has in  store 

for  us, a s He leads us by His Holy Spir it  to know a ll t ru th , to know Him.  The 

t reasure hunt  we will embark upon through the Bible promises to bless us, to grow 

us in  knowledge and wisdom, and to be a  wonder -filled adventure get t ing to know 

our  Lord
xvi

, our  God. 

 

 

 

                                                           
xiv ACTS 17:11, These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the 
 Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. 
xv PSM 65:4, Blessed is the man You choose, And cause to approach You, That he may dwell in Your courts. We shall be satisfied with the 
 goodness of Your house, Of Your holy temple. 
xvi JOHN 5:39, You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. 


